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Cape Fear Botanical Garden Breaks Ground on the 
John W. and Dorothy B. Wyatt Visitors Pavilion Complex

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—On Tuesday, September 15, 2009, Cape Fear Botanical Garden broke ground on its 33,000 square foot Visitors Pavilion Complex.  Representative Margaret Dickson, Fayetteville Mayor Tony Chavonne, and Cumberland County Commissioner Kenneth Edge joined the Garden’s Board of Directors and numerous other supporters to celebrate the occasion.  Located just off of Interstate 95 in Fayetteville, Cape Fear Botanical Garden’s Visitors Pavilion Complex will include an entry pavilion, reception hall, multipurpose room, children’s classroom, garden store and administrative offices, making it a local and regional attraction.  

“It is exciting to be joined by so many noteworthy citizens as we celebrate the groundbreaking for this project,” said Dr. Finley Bryan, Executive Director, Cape Fear Botanical Garden.  “Construction of the Visitors Pavilion Complex completes a master plan put into place at the Garden in the late 1990s and will allow us to become a pre-eminent attraction.”
At the ceremony, Cape Fear Botanical Garden’s Board of Director’s president, Julia Love, announced that the building will be named the John W. and Dorothy B. Wyatt Visitors Pavilion Complex, after longtime community supporters, Mr. and Mrs. John W. Wyatt, Jr.  It was also announced that local firm, M&E Contracting, Inc. was the successful bidder for the construction project.
--CONTINUED--
About the Building:
Designed by Fayetteville architecture firm, Gordon Johnson Architecture, the Wyatt Visitors Pavilion Complex will sit majestically at the entrance to Cape Fear Botanical Garden.  The atrium-style Entry Pavilion with floor-to-ceiling glass windows and a distinctive tower will welcome Garden visitors and provide a unique space for special exhibit features.  The Auxiliary wing will include a full-sized children’s classroom and garden store.  It will also house the headquarters of the Garden’s operations, returning the 19th century farmhouse, where Garden staff is currently located, to its exclusive function as a historical exhibit.  

The “shining star” of the Visitors Pavilion Complex will be the Orangery.  This beautiful octagonal space will have stunning arched windows and a graceful design that will make it a sought-after location for retreats, receptions and other events.  The Orangery will have banquet capacity seating for 350 and stand-up reception capacity for 1,000.  It will also have its own catering kitchen and bridal suite. 

Connecting the Entry Pavilion and Orangery will be the Grand Hall.  This space, which can be open or partitioned, will be a multi-functional area that can be used as foyer space for Orangery events, meeting rooms for conferences and community groups, and as classrooms for the Garden’s expanded educational programs. It too, will have its own catering kitchen. Technology will be in place to host business conferences and retreats in the space as well.  
Construction will also include a renovation to parts of the Garden grounds.  The exterior of the Visitors Pavilion Complex will feature a fountain, wall gardens, and an exterior plaza.  The Florence Wellons Arbor will lead visitors from the entry pavilion out to the rest of the garden, and will be bordered by a fountain and another specialty garden.  The Children’s Garden will be expanded to include a belly-flop deck along the bank of the existing pond and a large perennial butterfly garden.  
--CONTINUED—

Impact:
It is estimated that visitation will increase to more than 68,000 annually with the expansion.  Also, the number of school-age children and adults the Garden serves in education programming is expected to double, once the building is complete.  In keeping with the Garden’s mission to encourage conservation and environmental stewardship, the building will be constructed using the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED Certification standards, the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of high performance green buildings.

About Cape Fear Botanical Garden:

Cape Fear Botanical Garden is located on seventy-nine acres nestled between the Cape Fear River and Cross Creek just two miles from downtown Fayetteville.  Founded in 1989, the Garden now boasts more than 2,000 varieties of ornamental plants and has several specialty gardens, including Camellia, Daylily and Hosta gardens.  For more information visit www.capefearbg.org.   
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